
Recent News—Agile in the DoD 
 
The U.S. GAO states 85% of major U.S. DoD programs use Agile practices for software development. GAO pushing 
DoD to mandate more agile practices (DoD pushing back). DoD has not legislated software frameworks for 30 years 
(i.e., allows suppliers to choose). U.S. Air Force banned some agile frameworks as too slow (while favoring newer and 
faster approaches such as DevOps). U.S. Air Force jets are not engineered for wireless software updates (so it’s the 
older jet electronics that slow them down not frameworks). The GAO is not pushing civilian agencies to adopt agile 
practices (and some believe GAO supports older, slower traditional practices). The bigger problem is Agile practices 
are considered software development approaches (i.e., everyone missing “Business Agility”). Agile is a general 
workflow management system. The other major problem is that today’s executives are “bored” with Agile methods and 
are on the lookout for any shiny new toy promising a shorter-term competitive advantage. Agile naysayers abound ... 
 

 
Defense Software Acquisitions: Changes to Requirements, Oversight, and Tools Needed 
for Weapon Programs (GAO-23-105867)  New GAO Report 
 

https://www.gao.gov/assets/830/827713.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/830/827713.pdf


 
Defense Software Acquisitions: Changes to Requirements, Oversight, and Tools Needed 
for Weapon Programs (GAO-23-105867) 
Report to Congress: Weapon Systems Annual Assessment (GAO-23-106059) 
 

 
US DoD must stop neglecting ‘Agile software development’ 
 

 
DOD to consider agile software updates after critical GAO findings 
 

https://www.gao.gov/assets/830/827713.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/830/827713.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-23-106059.pdf
https://www.army-technology.com/news/pentagon-must-stop-neglecting-agile-software-development
https://insidedefense.com/daily-news/dod-consider-agile-software-updates-after-critical-gao-findings


 
GAO: DoD Falling Behind on Agile Software Development 
 

 
Hicks: DOD Is Becoming More Agile 
 

https://www.meritalk.com/articles/gao-dod-falling-behind-on-agile-software-development
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3596155/hicks-dod-is-becoming-more-agile


 
Path to modernization is well defined, now Air Force has to ‘follow through’ 
 

 
People, agencies, not topics drove the CIO discussions in 2023 
 

https://federalnewsnetwork.com/air-force/2023/12/path-to-modernization-is-well-defined-now-air-force-has-to-follow-through
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/ask-the-cio/2023/12/people-agencies-not-topics-drove-the-cio-discussions-in-2023


 
Addressing cyber shortages and going after zero trust: Pentagon’s efforts to modernize 
its forces 

https://federalnewsnetwork.com/defense-main/2023/12/addressing-cyber-shortages-and-going-after-zero-trust-pentagons-efforts-to-modernize-its-forces
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/defense-main/2023/12/addressing-cyber-shortages-and-going-after-zero-trust-pentagons-efforts-to-modernize-its-forces

